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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BOGOTA 04744 182212Z 

ACTION SCS-06 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 ISO-OO CA-01 L-03 H-01 SSO-OO /022 W 

022758 182217Z/46 

O 182154Z MAY 78 

FM AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 8071 

CONFIDENTIAL BOGOTA 4744 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: CASC CO 

SUBJ: AIRCRAFT SEIZURE: LEAR JET N464J 

REF: CONGRESSMAN HAMMERSCHMIDT LETTER TO AMBASSADOR ASENCIO OF 
APRIL 24, 1978 

1 . SCS PLEASE COMMUNICATE FOLLOWING INFORMATION TO CONGRESSMAN 
HAMMERSCHMIDT’S OFFICE: CASE WAS TRANSFERRED TO CUSTOMS’ 

SUPERIOD COURT IN BOGOTA DECEMBER 19, 1977. ON FEBRUARY 19, 1978 
CUSTOMS' SUPERIOR COURT OF BOGOTA CLEARED THE AIRCRAFT OF 
CHARGES OF CRIMINAL INVOLVEMENT AND ORDERED THAT IT BE RETURNED 
TO ITS LEGAL OWNERS. 

2. FYI: A CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE WITH COLOMBIA'S CIVIL AERONAUTICS 
COMMISSION INFORMED EMBASSY THAT QUOTE IT IS THE GOC'S UNDER- 
STANDING THAT THE AIRCRAFT'S LEGAL OWNERS DO NOT WANT TO MOVE 
IT BECAUSE THEY INTEND TO SUE THE GOC FOR ILLEGAL SEIZURE AND 
DAMAGE TO THE AIRCRAFT (DUE TO EXPOSURE TO THE ELEMENTS AND 
LACK OF MAINTENANCE DURING THE PERIOD FOLLOWING SEIZURE) 

UNQUOTE. DEPARTMENT MAY ALSO WISH TO INFORM CONGRESSMAN 
HAMMERSCHMIDT OF THE FOREGOING. 
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